Mutrient poliution in the United States impacts
of the nation's major estuaries and has besn shown to
cost the U5, at least annually.
Harmful algal blooms caused by nutrient pollution in
L5, coastal waters cost the UL.5. sconomy an
estimated rrually, Mutrient pollution
may also contribute to hypoxia and coastal
acidification that impacts coastal erosystems and
marine organisms, including corals and
commercially-important shellfish.

Through non-regulatory, consensus-based
programs, NEP leaders have contributed o
nutrient management actions since 2006,
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HOW THE NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM IS TACKLING RUTRIENY POLLUTION

The NEP is reducing Nutrient Reduction Benefits of Habitat
excess nutrients in coastal Protection and Restoration
242 P Nutrient loadings reductions from the protection and
ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ:ﬁ@,ﬁﬁg’%ﬁ@g Eﬁy W@E’%ﬁﬁg restoration of coastal habitats by all 28 NEPs from 2006-2019
with government, are conservatively estimated to be:
businesses, and
0ge 318-FF8 tons of 11885108 tons of
communities to:
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- Monitor and assess water '

guality and habitat
conditions

- Design tallored solutions to
reduce pollution enterin 1,086.2,670
P g tons of ritrogen

waterways reduced through
riparian habitz

28 tons of
nitrogen reduced
through
freshwater marsh

- Support implementation of
watershed-wide nutrient
raduction plans

200-488 tons of
nitrogen reduced
hrough tidal wetlands

- Promote the use of
innovative grean
infrastructure at local and
landscape scale
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